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Syphilis – all stages, United States, 2013—2022 



Primary and Secondary Syphilis – by sex and sex of partners, 2013-22

https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/nchhstpatlas/charts.html 

https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/nchhstpatlas/charts.html


Syphilis (all stages) in TN, 2013–2022 
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Congenital Syphilis in Tennessee, 2012-2022

10 PUBLIC HEALTH REGIONS with at least one case 
up from 3 in 2011

61



Key data points about our CS cases, 2022 (n=61)

• 76% of mothers of CS cases had some prenatal care
– 49% had <5 prenatal care visits 

• 15% of mothers who gave birth to CS babies had a negative syphilis screen in 
the 1st or 2nd trimester 
– not rescreened at 28-32 weeks
– All 9 had some prenatal care

• 4 mothers who had a CS baby in 2022 had at least one CS baby in the past

• Retrospective cohort study, 2016 – 2020 (internal data):
– 32% of mothers had a touchpoint in an Emergency Department in treatment window
– Receipt of WIC services was protective 



Contributors to congenital syphilis in TN

• Detection
– Infection during pregnancy/reinfection
– Diagnostics imperfect
– Lack of or late prenatal care

• Treatment
– Inadequate treatment for stage
– Not timely

• Unreported and untreated partners

Potential congenital syphilis cases averted in 2021



What can you do?

• Detection
– Infection during pregnancy/reinfection
– Diagnostics imperfect
– Lack of or late prenatal care

• Treatment
– Inadequate treatment for stage
– Not timely

• Unreported and untreated partners

Screen for syphilis at multiple 
timepoints. Ideally: 1st, 3rd 
trimester and at delivery

If you have Bicillin, treat.

Talk to patients about their 
sexual health and their partners



Provider Resources



Local Health Department Contacts - STI

STI Contacts for Metro Health Departments
Shelby Madison Davidson Hamilton Knox Sullivan 

Misty Hayes-Winton
Program Manager

Quill Brabham
HIV/STI Manager

Norman Foster
STI/HIV Manager

Arlisia Craig
STI Manager

Chad Burry
Patient Services Manager 

Heather Mullins
Regional EPI/STD Director 

P: 901-222-9416
P: 901-222-9427

P: 731-927-8534
C: 731-431-3561

P: 615-340-5695
F: 615-340-8560

P: 423-209-8264
F: 423-209-8259

P: 865-215-5267
C: 865-363-7105

P: 423-279-7545
F: 423-279-2727

STI Contacts for Regional Health Departments

West Mid-Cumberland South Central Upper 
Cumberland 

Southeast East Northeast

Felicia Stegall
STI Manager 

Lakesha Marshall
STI Manager

Karan Kilpatrick
STI Manager

Robin Palmer
HIV/STI Manager

Beth Thomas
STI Manager

Erika Hampton
STI Manager

Samantha Webb
STI Manager

P: 731-421-6745
F: 731-421-5000

P: 615-650-7041
P: 615-650-7025

P: 931-490-8362
931-490-8362

P: 931-646-7550
F: 931-520-7575

P: 423-634-5804
F: 423-634-3139

P: 865-601-7688 P: 
865-549-5290

P: 423-979-4653
C: 423-202-5879



Provider Resources – REDCap Syphilis History

https://redcap.health.tn.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=MJFDY39AKM3WLKJJ 

https://redcap.health.tn.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=MJFDY39AKM3WLKJJ


Provider Resources – REDCap Syphilis History

https://redcap.health.tn.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=MJFDY39AKM3WLKJJ 

https://redcap.health.tn.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=MJFDY39AKM3WLKJJ


Clinical Consultation

https://www.stdccn.org/render/Public 

https://www.stdccn.org/render/Public


Clinical Resources 



National STD Curriculum

CE Credits

Self Paced 
Learning 

Podcasts 
with SME

FREE! 

https://www.std.uw.edu/ 

https://www.std.uw.edu/


Thank you!

Steffany Cavallo, MPH
STI Program Director

615-532-8370
Steffany.cavallo@tn.gov

mailto:Steffany.cavallo@tn.gov

